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MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Kousto»

SURJECT: Cemparizon of Failernl Rar Journal and CIA articl g o
Availability of Soviet fcientific Titerasyps

1. The Federal Per Journal icans of July-September 10457 aontain: nin
article by Jemmie and Herschel Clesner, staff members of the Patant,
Trademark and Copyri-ht Subcommittee of the Benate Judiecary Committee,
entitled "The Dissemination of Taechrical, Scientific and Fryinserin:-
Information as a Factor in 'Competitive Co-svistence.'" The DUrposc
of this article sppears to ne to etimulate sovernmental action to.-ard
making available to U,S, science and indoustry Soviet scisr+tifis ard
technical publicetions in usable form., The euthors reprove sovrerr ment
agencies includinzi the Department of Commerse and the Natioral Scfarce
Foundation for rot utilizine lericlative and executive antheritier for
this purpose which have b-=er availarle for several years. The auhcrs
claim that the vast bulk of "a great flood of Soviet scientific publicetions
« « « coming intec this comntry" collects Aust in the Livrary of Concress
and elsewhere. "The averaze sciertist and businessman are unavare cf
their existence", thevwrite. They claim that the United States Aces net
"adequately make availanle reports developed with public funds' ara
they slip in, incidentally it seems, that there ig "no central orgarizaticn
trained to review classified scientific and tecianiecal information level ped
with public furds to datermine whether n recommendation shonld be rade -
release it." "In the United States there is no Tovermmental agency tha-
operates as a centrel clearing house +o search for, colleet, translate,
index, abstract and dissemiprate selentific and technical inTorpation in
all the branches of learning , . ."

2. The Clesners probably would not quarrel with the facts in the '{A
paper. Tt mentions the availabili+ty of Russian seientific Titeratur: ani

that abstracts and dicests are available to the intelligence community,

In paragraph three there is a reference to some "activities'" carrisd on
outside the intelligence community, ard in paracsraph 4 the Library o*
Congress' Monthly Index of Russian Accessions is described. Otnher
unclassified index, avstracting and translating projects are mentione~d.

After readin: and comparin-: the two articles, it does not appear that t]ev

are contradictory., The CIA article supblements the Clesnen:y'artiﬂtw

but the proposition embodi=d in the Jlatter is not affected, Mamel . +vpe+
scientists and husinessmen should be receiving expeditiously usatle paterisis
from Soviet literature and it is up to a ~overnment agency te see +n i+ thet
they do. The CIA article, or the cther hand, is written from the intellirence
point of view and shows that *~he UsS. Government has brozrams desifnei t-
alert the intellicence cemmunity to Soviet scientific ard tecnniecal

literature which is available in this country. ’
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Russian literature of scientific

iournals

L3

approximately 325

specifically devatad teo seientific fi=lds

enother 75 partially ocrupied with items of soientific concerr. and

80 additional pericdicals of 3 bibliosraphie n=ture in the seiertifs,

technical fields,
per year available. In addition, two neuspapers
to fizlds of science 2nd techrnlory,
The 2ir Force is abstractin-, all
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te 511 Soviet literature, including scientiiie snd technical iteme. Tr
addition, *wo cther Tibreries..the lNeticnal oibrary of Medicine and the
Lgriculture Library--issve hibliceraphies whieh include the Russian Litsree
ture in their resrective fields; they -verlsp with the NTWA listings, A11
three publications are widely available.

There 2re slso several specialized indexes., One jr the fgrisoul-are
Department Library covers the field of veterinary medicine, Tris is 4y
card files and not disserinated., lncther, in 21!, indexes in card-f7le form
inforraticn from Scviet literatire o scientific instituticns in *he ULSR.
Ir addition, the abstracting services cited below ususlly previde interes o
the litersture they nave sheipanted,

Abhstracting is the rost poonlar =rproach to scientific litersturs. nral

there are nurerous rrofecsicrnal abstracting sceletiss., Jnonyg ~he hesh Knen

3

are Chemical Abstracts, fxcerp's iledica and “iolersical isbstrzeice, 28 O
fessicnal orsanizaticns (whlist abstracts eack in its own field, nsuel .y it
a lzg of six to eisiteen aonths from the puhliecaticn dzte of the ori-tial
source material, In additisn, the Joint Suhlications Heseercn Service has
beerin issuing transiations of the abs’racis arodiced by the Soviets tharg:lves

and published in their abetract Zourral -eferetivnyy Zhurnal. "hese are

P

abstracts of their owr literature. [he tiree series being translztes ara
chemistry, rhysics and hiology.

with respect to transizticn, 2 rather extensive ~rorrem of rover-trs
cover translation covering sore 30 to L0 journals is svonscraed by ibe
National Scicnce Foundatlor ani the Yetional Ins-itutes of Heslth, #ac tris

is supplemented by work :ndortaken by crpmercial trenslatine 2 ercies, lrarse

lsticn of specific articles ic sponscred br- a wive range of s:encier gnd
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A

organizations, arnd a comnlete ronthly listing is issued by CIY in dts

Consclidated Trensliztion Survey,

Intellivence then has avsilatle for analysis and evaluation a bread
selection of the immortant inf-rmatisr on Soviet seience ohtsinsble {rom
the literature., It does nov, of course, have an abstract c-fI avary erticls
nor 2 translation of every article., Iut that is hardly necessary or even

advisable, Translatine every piece of scientifin literato e c.t out bty the

n
[N

LSSR would fill ezn estinmated 1,500,000 cages oer year at a cost of cver six
million dollars, provided a sufficient aumber of lirguists eo:ld be Tcung e
de the job. The analytic handlineg of such an indiscriminate nrass of naterisal

wotld be next to impossihle. e have what we nsed, a goed alerting and

screening mechaniswe for the exploitalion of Russian scientifis literatcre.
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